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Child Welfare And ARRA 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (P.L. 111-5) includes substantial federal resources to support child welfare systems and interventions. Under the law, Title IV-E Foster Care, Adoption Assistance and the new kinship guardianship option will receive increased federal reimbursement through the end of 2010. In addition, Medicaid is increased considerably under the ARRA and continues to be a major funding source for supporting the wellbeing of children and youth in foster care. Also, a new flexible block grant is included in the ARRA and can contribute considerable resources to the child welfare system. 

Advocacy and Making a Difference
The Fostering Connections to Success Act (PL 110-351) is an example of important legislation that was the result of congressional leadership backed by several years of important advocacy. 
The new law incorporated legislation that advocacy groups had been lobbying for --sometimes for many years:

· Kinship care (legislation in the House and Senate since 2004) 

· Access for tribal governments/consortia for Title IV-E foster care and adoption assistance funding. (legislation since the start of this decade)

· State option to extend federal foster care up to the age of 21 (legislation in 2007)

· De-link adoption assistance payments from the non-existent AFDC cash assistance program. (legislation since 2001)
· Title IV-E training funds can be used for private agencies. (legislation since 2004) 
Key Issues in 2009
· Legislation to re-establish a White House Conference on Children and Youth

· Re-authorize the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA)
· Education Begins At Home (Home Visiting) legislation

· The next phase in child welfare finance reform: Prevention and Delinking Foster and Kinship Care

· Medicaid and health care reform for children in care
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