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Technology has transformed our economy over the last ten years. I have been working hard
to strengthen Nevada s high-technology sector, to close the digital divide, and to provide our
students with the skills they need to thrive in high-technologie industries. I was proud to

be named the Information Technology Industry Council s High Tech Legislator of the Year
for my work on this issue, and I will continue doing everything I can at the federal level to
maintain America s leading role in the global high-technology economy.

Diversifying Nevada’s Economy

Nevada’s innovative business communities, low taxes, close proximity to major western
markets, and affordable cost of living make it an attractive location for high technology busi-
nesses. Both Reno and Las Vegas have emerged as hubs for high-technology industries that
support over 20,000 jobs throughout the state. I have worked hard to garner federal support
for 1nitiatives to further expand Nevada’s high-technology sector. For example, I secured
$300,000 for the Biotechnology Center at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas to develop
new biotechnology initiatives that will add to the diversity of Nevada’s economy with high-
paying, science-based careers.

I also have been working to ensure that Nevadans can take advantage of all the high-technol-
ogy job opportunities that our country can provide. I have supported legislation to provide
tax breaks for businesses that train workers here in America and provide scholarships for
technical training. Such initiatives will not only strengthen the American workforce but also
cement America’s global leadership in high technology.

Closing the Digital Divide

It is critical that Nevada’s rural areas also benefit from the same technological advances that
other parts of the country have enjoyed. Significant improvements have been made for pro-
viding access to all areas of the country, but more must be done. That is why I have support-
ed tax incentives designed to bring affordable high-speed internet services to under-served
urban and rural areas across the country. I also have pushed for a rural loan guarantee pro-
gram that would help finance the cost of extending local television service by satellite, wire-
less, or other technologies, to smaller and more rural markets.

Wiring Our Classrooms

We must ensure that the next generation is ready to meet the challenges of a global high
technology economy. Students increasingly need computer skills to compete for jobs, but
too often schools lack the technology or teachers lack the training to empower our students
with this knowledge. That is why I support programs, like Training Teachers in Technol-
ogy, that will help ensure that our teachers are proficient in the latest technology, so they can
make sure that our children are learning the computer skills they will need.

I also have been working hard to expand computer access for rural students throughout Ne-
vada. I strongly supported a program to provide laptop computers to school children, which
has provided hundreds of thousands of dollars in federal funding to several rural schools in
Nevada. These computers are available for students to use at school and at home and will
ensure that these students have the skills to succeed in our increasingly technologically-
based economy.

For more information visit my Web-Site at http://reid.senate.gov



